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, gray Hairs are here and 


there upon him, yet he knows 
eth not. 
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HE Prophet faith an concerning 
Ephraim, meaning, by Ephraim, the 
Kingdom of 1/rae!, 77 was com 
ſed of ten Tribes, oe Ephraim was 
e Chief; in the Territories of which Tribe 
bod Samaria, the Royal Seat of the Kings of 
ral, Of that Kingdom and People he 
ath, Gray Hairs are here and there upon him, 
wt * knoweth not; that is, their Kingdom was 
llibly declining in its Strength, and draw- 
near to a total Decay, and yet the People 
ere not ſenſible of their Danger, nor of their 
ins which had brought that Danger upon 
em. Of their Sins of Idolatry, Drunken- 
els, Violation of the Marriage-Bed, their 
Frauds and Violences, he had ſpoken in the 
mer Part of the Chapter: Of their in- 
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1 
teſtine Diviſions and furio:'s Animoſities, and 
the fatal Effects of them in the Deſtructio 
of their Kings and inferiour Magiſtrates, hy 
ſpeaks in v. 7. And of their Impenitence 
in my Text and in the Verſe which imme 
diately follows it: For theſe Things gra 
Hairs were here and there upon them. Thi 
Riſe, Increaſe, and Fall of Empires is com 
pared to the ſeveral Stages of human Life 
A Kingdom in its Beginnings is, as it were 
in a State of Infancy.: When it hath reache 
its utmoſt Height, and flouriſhes in Wealth 
Power and Dominion, 1t is then in its Ma 
turity, like a full-grown Man; After this 
declineth, and by a gradual Diminution 0 
its Trade, Riches, and Strength, become 
weak and feeble like old Age; and then fool 
falleth into utter Decay, as a Man droopin 
with Years quickly goeth down to the Grave 
_ Gray, Hairs arg the Signs of Old Age in ti 
human Body; and all thoſe Things which 
ewa Kingdom to be nigh unto ſome gred 
and fatal Revolution are the Gray Hairs c 
that Kingdom, the Indications of its ap 
ae,, 4 
That Kingdoms die as well as Men---Wh: 
are thoſe evil Things in a Kingdom whic 
ſhew it. to be in a declining Condition, an 
which - threaten its Overthrow - Wheths 
ſuch Signs are found in our Kingdom, —an 
what may be the Means to prevent ſo ſad 
_ Cataſtrophe.---Theſe are the Topies of Re 


5 

fection and Wy which the Text preſents, 
and which will employ the following Bil 
courſe upon it. 


Fit, The general Truth which our Text 
inculcates is, that Kingdoms die as well ag 


Men. It appears from Hiſtory, that the Pro- 


vidence of God hath ſet Bounds to the Du- 
ation of States and Empires, as well as to 
human Life. Tis alſo certain, that as Men 
may ſhorten their Days hy Wickedneſs, ſo 
States and Kingdoms may haſten their Period 
by the ſame Means. "There have been very 


from ſmall Beginnings to an enormous 
Height of Wealth and Power: But every 
E Bags them, after a Courſe of Years, gra- 

declined fram its Proſperity, and at 


once flouriſhing Empire of Mia? Who is 
able to trace the very Ruins of Babylon, the 
Pata City which was a Terror to the whole 

arth? The Kingdom of the Grecians was 
raiſed on the Oyerthrow of the vaſt Empire 
of the Per/ians ; ; and the Empire of the Ro- 
mans reared up its Head, and grew, and was 


eſtabliſned on the Deſtruction 5 the Grecian 


Monarchy, The Roman, in its Turn, was 


ſubverted by a Deluge of barbarous Nations; 


and now all the Remains of its Wealth, 
Magnificence, and Power, are a few þroken 
Monuments, S he Jewiſh State was ſmall 


indeed 
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tent and extenſive Monarchies, which aroſe 


an became extinct-. Where is now the | 
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of David; a Revolt occaſioned by the haught 


AS 
indeed, compared with thoſe Empires: But 
though ſmall in Power and Extent of Domi- 
nion, it far exceeded all the-reft in Glory, 
by having God himſelf for their Sovereign, 
and the Laws of their Government derived 
by Revelation from him. He formed them 
into = Kingdom by moſt illuſtrious and 
miraeulous Interpoſitions of his Providence; 
Their Religion was framed by him: Theis 
Settlement in Canaan was the Effect of moſt 
aſtoniſhing Acts of his Power: And for 
long Tract of Vears they were Preſerved! 
their Poſſeſſion by a Series of extraordin: 
and ſupernatural Bleſſings and Deliverances 
This State was in its Maturity of Glory, 1 
the Days of David and Solomon; for then if 
was, that they extended their Dominions td 
the utmoſt Bounds which God had aſſigned 
to them': But this, and all the other above: 
mentioned Kingdoms, fell into Decay and 
Ruin, by Means of their Impieties and Im 
moralities. Piſſolute Morals, Luxury, and 
other Corruptions raſed Nineveh: Vice gave 
the deadly Wound to Perſia and Greece: The 
Romans loſt their Empire with their Virtue 
The Declenſion of the Maelitiſi State ma 
be reckoned from the Schiſm made there! 
by the Revolt of ten Tribes from the Famuly 


and tyrannical Temper of Rehoboam, W 8 
ſuffered himfelf to be guided by the raſh and 
hot-headed young Nobility, in Contempt 4 


T4 3 
the Advice of his Father's old experienced 
Statefmen. The Schiſmatic Kingdom, called 
by way of Diſtinction, the Kingdom of 1/ae!, 
fell a Sacrifice to its Idolatry and corrupt 
Manners: Judab trod in the ſame Steps, and 
hared the ſame Fate. In ſhort, it was never 
known that any State or Kingdom fell into 
Decay ſo long as true Religion flouriſhed in 
it, or Temperance, Juſtice, Probity and Fru- 
gality were National Virtues. On the other 
Hand, all thoſe Empires and States, which 
have periſhed, became, firſt notoriouſly and 
mverſally diſſolute and wicked. Thus Hi- 
tory confirmeth that important Maxim of 
teaſon and Revelation, God judgeth in the 


: Secondly, Enquire what are thoſe evil Things 
In a Nation. avbich indicate its Declenfion and 
anger. What but the ſame Things which 
here Fore-runners of the Downfal of Mae 
ind Judab, and of the Overthrow of thoſe 
bizghty Syſtems of Dominion, Power, and 
lory, which were deſtroyed in ancient 
imes ? The ſame Cauſes will ever produce 
ne lame Effects; and by an immutable Rule 
if the divine Government, Righteouſneſs exalt. 
3 men, 
kohle. 3 E EOTWET T8 Aer! 31 
In general then, the incorrigible Spread of 
piety and Immorality in a Nation, is a 6 
F—catcnung Symptom, A growing Negle 1 | 
13K | an 
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1 
and Contempt of the Worſhip of God, and 
Violation of. his Laws, cannot be otherwiſe 
than highly provoking to the righteous Go- 
vernor of the Univerſe. Suth a State of 
Things makes it neceſſary for him, in Vindi- 
cation of his own Authority and for the Ad. 
monition of other Nations, to withdraw his 
Favour from thoſe Revolters; to chaſtiſe them 
for their Rebellion; and, if they are obſh- 
nate, to pour upon them the full Vials of hit 
ws 7. 
Idolatry was the capital Offene of the 
Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael: But their 
Apoſtaſy from the Worſhip bf the one trug 
Sod drew after it a total Diſregard to thoſe 
excellent Laws of Morality, - Which he b 
| ſpecial Revelation had communicated tc 
them. Itnpiety ever leads to Immoralit) 
The groſſeſt Vices ſpring and grö and ſpread 
in the Hearts and Lives of Men who have ca 
off the Fear of God. To theſe Things ol 
Prephet imputeth the Ruin impending ove 
Iſrael : To the ſame Things other Prophet 
_ aſcribe the Deſtruction of the Kingdom ol 
Fudah. For as God will be obeyed by eve 
particular Man, ſo he will be obeyed by Men 
united in Communities and Kingdoms. 1 
hath fet Bounds to his Exerciſe of Lbng-ſut 
fering towards every Man: He hath, allo, 
his Limits of waiting for the Repentance 9% 
a People who are grown corrupt and wicked 
During the Seaſon of Forbearance, he take 
F | ever 
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ery. wile and gracious Method to reclaim 
them: If thoſe Methods fail, Juſtice ſteppeth 


in, and their Ruin is decreed and unavoid- 
able. When, therefore, a Kingdom or Peo- 
ple are generally departed from the Principles 
of that Religion, whether natural or revealed, 
inder which God hath put them; when the 
figheſt and Loweſt are become Deſpiſers of 
wine Worſhip, or Hypocritical in their 
plervance of it; when, in conſequence of 
Ibis Diſregard to God, his Laws are trampled 
nder Foot-; when Subordination and Obe- 
lence to. Magiſtrates begins to be out of 
alhion ; when Luxury and Profuſion ſpread 
ke a Contagion ;. when the Love of Pleaſure 
fecteth all Degrees of People; when Fraud 


d Incontinence and Violation of : the Mar- 


our Country is wall nigh baniſhed from. 
ery Heart, then moſt aſſuredly the Ruin of 
vorernment;;and the moſt diſmal Calami- 
renn 
Again, Things look with a 
8 Aſpect, when the Loſs. of religious and 
ous Principles in a Nation begins to 
y itſelf in fierce internal Diſſentions, and the 
man Practice of Bribery and Corruption. 
eſſiye Defire ob Power, and of the Honours, 
Emoluments of Power, are the Bane of 
blic Spirit. When once this fatal Vice 


d Wrong. are commonly practiſed ; when 
runkenneſs is become an univerſal Vice, 
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ge- bed are found in almoſt every Place: 
Line, when by theſe Corruptions the Love 
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Prevalence of Bribery! Ambition, Avarid 


10 ] 
hath taken root in the Hearts of Men of hig! 
Rank and great Abilities, what can follow 
but perpetual Struggles for Places of Influeng 
and Profit? And what can be the Conſequene 
of ſuch Conteſts, but violent Party-Oppoſi 
tion, by thoſe who are out of public Employ 
ments, to them who are in Poſſeſſion? Anti 
what can follow from ſuch Oppoſition, by 
Diviſion of Counſels; Fluctuation in t 
Ways of Government ; Obſtruction of t 
moſt ſalutary Defigns ; Miſcarriage of t 
moſt important Undertakings, and the defea 
ing of almoſt every Plan which is formed, an 
of every Attempt that is made for the Safc 
and Glory of the Nation. If, too, theſe fa 
Effects of Envy and Ambition, Difcord a 
Contention are found among the Rulers of 
People, at a Time when they are engaged! 
a War, on the Succeſs whereof the Contin 
ance of their Conſtitution, Trade, and Rel 
gion dependeth, the public Danger is therel 
infinitely increaſed, For how is it poſſib 
that a Kingdom divided againft itſelf ſhoul 
ſand? ES 1 * 
How gloomy, alſo, is the Preſage of Di 
grace, Calamity, and final Ruin, from t 


and Luxury, open the Door to the Entrand 
of this Deſtroyer, © They who cannot come 
Power, or at Places of Profit or Honou 
otherwiſe than by the Favour of the Pop 
lace, will, if Virtue hath loft Poſſeſſion 


Cu ] 
their Minds, not ſcruple to carry their Point 
by the wicked Eloquence of Gold; and if the 
People are. loſt to all Senſe of Religion and 
Probity, they will not be able to reſiſt ſuch a 
wertul Perſwader. The Conſequence is, 
that the Morals of the People are ſtill farther 
torrupted, and their Corrupters will, to re- 
mburſe themſelves, ſell their Liberty, their 
Conſcience, and their Country, to the higheſt 
Bidder, Thus Diſſeluteneſs and all Sorts of 
Diſorders ſpread more and more among the 
Commonalty ; and they who. ſhould be the 
Guardians of their Rights and Property, and 
the Nation's Honour and Welfare, fall in- 
p a Condition of ſervile Dependance on ſome 
rater than themſelves: Whereupon, loſing 
all Regard to the Public Good in their own 
elfiſn Views, they are ready to concur in any 
Meaſures, and to ſupport any Governors, 
provided they can but ſecure themſelves in 
their lucrative Stations, and find Supplies for 
their Pleaſures and their Vices. Every one 
readily ſees, that ſuch a State of Things can 
portend nothing but Confuſion and utter 
Overthrow ; and, if not remedied in time, 
muſt have that fatal Iſſue. n 
Another Sign of Declenſion and Danger is 
eat national Calamity and Loſs. For all ſuch 
Calamity and Loſs are the Tokens of Divine 
Diſpleaſure againſt a Nation for their Wick- 
edneſs, are Chaſtiſements for it, and are 
Warnings of more dreadful Things to be 
B 2 expected 


MH 0 
expected if theſe. Corrections prove unavail, 
able. If a general Spread of Impiety and 
Vice be threatening, it becomes more threat] 
ening when the Wrath of God is begun te 
be poured out upon a People for their Pro 
| vocations. The Prophet taketh eſpecial No 
tice of National Loſs, that is, Loſs of ſomg 
Part of their Dominions, as a Puniſhmen 
laid on the Kingdom of J/rae/ for their Sins 
He mentions it too, as a Preſage of their apf 
proaching Ruin, Strangers; have devoured bi 
Strength, v. 9. Referring to the Invaſions 0 
the Country by the Armies of the King 
of Afyria, and the Devaſtations made by thok 
Princes. A Part of the Kingdom was noy 
reduced under the Yoke of thoſe Fareigners 
and the Loſs of that Part was a Forerunne 
of the Loſs of the Whole. War 1s one of thi 


+ a © £ 


are owing, not-toWant of Power in a Nation 
or Means to preſerve their Poſſeſſions, but tt 
Indolence or Diviſions among their Gove! 
nors, or to Neghgence, Cowardice, or Trea 
chery in their. Commanders, When {uct 
Loſes proceed from ſuch Cauſes, it looks 3 


Wo 
if God gave up that People into the Hands 
of baſe Men: In which Caſe; the preſent 
Loſs may be the leaſt Evil, many more ſuch 
Calamities being to be apprehended under 
een. 
Once more; a worſe Symptom than all 
which I have yet mention d, is fupid Inſenfi- 
bility and Impenitence under theſe Warnin 
of approaching Ruin. This is obſerved and 
infifted on by our Prophet: Strangers have 
devoured his Strength, and he x it not : 
Teo, gray Hairs are here and there upon him, 
et be knoweth not. And the Pride of Iſrael 
eifieth to bis Face, and they do nat return to the 
Lord their God, nor ſeek him for all this. By 
their not knowing, he cannot mean their Igno- 
jance of Calamities which they felt: The 
Enemy could not take their ſtrong Holds, de- 
troy their Towns, lay waſte their Country, 
Wand carry thouſands of their Countrymen into 
Captivity, without their knowing it. He 
means, therefore, that they did not take 
proper Notice of theſe fearful Signs of God's 
Diſpleaſure and their own Danger: They 
perliſted in their old Courſe of Impiety, and 
vent on careleſsly in the Purſuit of their Plea» 
ſures, and in the Practice of their Vices: They 
@ net return to the Lord their God, nor ſeek him 
or all this. Now, of all Evil Things among 
aPcople this is the moſt Evil: Becauſe, for 
this, there is no Remedy. The other above- 
mention d Signs of Decay and Ruin may be 
| | re- 
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removed by Repentance and Reformation 
Becauſe all the Calamities ſent by God upo 
a People, excepting final Overthrow, are ſen 
on Purpoſe to alarm and reclaim them, tha 
they be not utterly undone, but may becom 
a flouriſhing Nation again : But Incorrigible 
neſs under every Warning and every Metha( 
which the Goodneſs of God taketh to he: 
us, maketh it abſolutely neceſſary for him t 
give way to his Juſtice and Vengeance. H 
cannot ſpare an obſtinately wicked People 
without encouraging Wickedneſs, violatin 
his own Nature and Authority, and doin 
the higheſt Injury to other Nations, whe 
from the Impunity of the Wicked, woul 
have the ſtrongeſt Temptation to beco 

wicked alſo. Religion and Virtue would b 
this Means periſh from the Earth, and Con 
fuſion, Diſorder, and all Sorts of Miſchief: 
would overſpread Mankind. So then, if th 
Prevalence of Irreligion and Vice among 

People rendereth them highly offenſive 

Gol if his Juſtice and the Good of Many 
kind require him to puniſh National Sins! 
the preſent World; if furious Diſcord an 
Contention among the Counſellors and Ge 
vernors weaken a Government; if Calamitit 
already inflicted, eſpeciallyLoſs of Dominion 
devour the Strength of a People; if, in fin 
their Inſenſibility and Impenitence und 
theſe Rebukes be threatening; then, in wha 
ſocyer Nation theſe Signs are found, it ma; 


| f 25 } 
be truly ſaid of that Nation, Gray Hairs art 
lere and there upon bim, and he knoweth not: 
Their State is grown old, and draweth near 
to ſome fatal Change. 3 


Let us, then, examine, according to the 
third Diviſion of this Diſcourſe, Mhetber the 
bovementioned Signs are vifible in our Nation. 
With reſpect to the preſent State of Religion 
md Morals amongſt us, who will ſtand forth 
an Advocate for our Country to ſupport the 
Plea of not Guilty of great Declenſion in 
tach of thoſe Articles. If not guilty, whence 
have ſprung the numerous Complaints from 
the Preſs, by Writers not of Eceleſiaſtical 
Order only, but by others alſo? The nume- 
wus, repeated, well-ſupported Complaints, 
of the vaſt Increaſe, within a few Fears, of 
Infidelity, of Popery, of Enthuſiaſm, of 
Luxury, of all Sorts of Vices, in the higher, 
in the middle, and in the loweſt Claſs of our 
Aw ? As to Impiety and Vice, a Man 
Wnuſt retire into ſome very obſcure Corner 
Windeed ; he muſt take unto himſelf the 
ings of a Dove, and flee into the ſolitary) 
Wilderneſs ; if he would not be a daily Wit- 
dels to profane Curſing and Swearing, .to 
Riot and Drunkenneſs, to Profuſion and Ex- 
travagance, and to a mad ungovernable Rage 
for Pleaſure in every City, every Town, and 
amoſt every Village of this Kingdom. In 
en TE 


16 
Aſtembly, if he would not be convinced ho 
much Relig ion 18 aN and how few the 

ſt us. Neiths 


be who wöftlap 
muſt he rs or converſe. e 
Stranger to the Frauds and Diſfioneſty whic 
are practiſed every where, and to the Volup 
tuouſneſs and Exceſs” Which reign in eve 
Place. Among thoſe who take. the highel 
Pretenſions to Religion,” we- meet" with litt 
of its Spirit and Power,” Many are for bcin 
; religious without Virtue, arid gvod Chriftian 
without Sobricty; Juſtice, er Charity. R 
4 Sad to the Morality of the Chriftian. Rel 
| ion, is well *mgly' loſt in furibus Zeal ani 
/ HfierceContention about its Doctrine; and thi 
. _— of he conltutes thi 
At and Glory e „IS We 
| night deſtroyed by yt , Pride and Pre 
1 fumption. * K 5 
f "Bax what ſhalt L Ay 40 Another Sign 
the Declenſion of a Kingdom, namely, Sug 
4 glos among the. Great for Por. an Pot 0 
Profit, and purebuſing Seats ir the Eegiſaturt 
by. werben, the Morals of che People ? ien a 
| one to his” Knowledge of the State 
of thi Cale, and to his on Reflection 
=... uot n rie ag tb TG ”m 
q — chird mdkentten ora Kingdom $ Dan 
in our CA e above; is great nationd 
lum end Zofs: In the Application of this 
tol our own dom, F fflall not mention 
4 peſtilemial' Diſeaſe which Hatt frep 
away 
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1 
way ſo many thouſands of our horned Cats 
for I would hope that Plague is ſtayed; 
either will I take Notice of the preſent 
Whcarneſs of Bread Corn; becauſe, I perſwade 
myſelf, the Meaſures taken by the Wiſdom 
Parliament will ſhortly remedy that Evil. 
rt there is an Evil which I muſt by no 
ans omit, it being properly the Occaſion 
f our aſſembling for religious Worſhip on 
s Day : I mean the War in which Our 
Nation is engaged. The Neceſſity which 
ove us into it, however it may juſtify the 
ar, may not prevent its proving fatal to 
s: For God, in his righteous Providence, 
day have ſuffered our reſtleſs, ambitious, and 
mpiacable Enemy, to make unjuſt Encroach- 
nents on the Dominions belonging to this 
ungdom, in order to draw us into a Quarrel, 
mich he intends to uſe as a Means of chaſ- 
ling us for our many and high Tranſgreſ- 
lons. Our Enemy is the moſt formidable 
Power in Europe: With this Enemy we are 
kit to contend, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance 
rom our Allies: All of them have deſerted 
Is in this Time of our Need. By this Means 
ur Adverſary is at Liberty to bend his whole 
trength againſt us. Hitherto we have had 
Itle or no Succeſs. Our Loſſes in Europe 
nd in America are exceeding great in them 
ves, and very threatening in their Conſe- 
ences, Theſe Loſſes have befallen us, 
When, by the Favour of Providence, we had 
F | G | in 
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carry, nothing leſs than total Ruin will co 


of a Nation, in ſome particular Circumſtances 


Have they moved us to return unto the Lon 


vue been induced to abate, in the leaſt, of ou 
Pleaſures, Luxury, and Profuſeneſs? Wh 


118 J 
in our Hands the Means of preventing the 
If our Enemy ſhould be Lowes to g0 0 
from one Project to another, and from Sui 
ceſs to Succeſs, and we ſhould at aft mi 


upon us. The entire diſmembring of our we 
tern Colonies would probably be the fir 
Effect: Which Loſs would draw after it ſuc 
Impairment of our Trade, our Wealth, an 
our Naval Power, that there would remai 
little Strength to ſecure Great Britain itſe 
from Invaſion and Conqueſt. If that fearf 
Cataſtrophe ſhould ever be our Lot, whic 
God forbid ! our Liberties, Properties, an 
Religion, wall all ſink together 

In this critical Situation, What Senſe of u 
Danger have we diſcovered ? What Repentar 
of our Sins have we expreſſed ? The Sentiment 


may be known from the Strain of their Ad 
drefles to their Sovereign. In the late Ad 
dreſſes, preſented to the Throne, there ap 
peareth a decent and lively Senſibility to th 
public Grievances and Diſtreſs. But havew 
manifeſted a religious Senſe of our Calamities 


our God? Have they crowded our Aſſemblie 
of Worſhip ? Have they put a Check to th 
Growth of Infidelity or Profaneneſs ? Hay 


of us hath forſaken his Vices? He that uſec 
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jt he that uſed to-violate the Laws of Chaſ- 


nes which are in force already? Is not, there- 
re, the Charge againſt 7rae! applicable to 
s; Gray Hairs are here and there upon him, 
et he knowetb not? 4 SE 


However, let us conſider, as. was propoſed 


the fourth Diviſion of this Diſcourſe, what 
eans are ſtill left in our Power to remedy 15 10 
us, and to prevent our final Ruin. Thanks 


e to God, there is yet Hope for us. Our 


ondition, , though very dangerous, is far 
tom being deſperate: Reformation will ſave 


If we ſuffer our Minds to be formed, and 
Wur Lives to be directed by the excellent Re- 


gion which we profeſs; we ſhall ſoon emerge 
but of our Troubles, and recover our former 
Feace, Proſperity, and Splendour: Piety and 


irtue will of Courſe remove thoſe Evils which 
ue the Effects and Chaitiſement of our Im- 


victy and Wickedneſs : A truly reverent Re- 


pard to God, and conſcientious Deſire to 


now and do his Will, will endear Chriſtia- 
Ity to us: Infidelity will be baniſhed from 
nds fincerely diſpoſed to receive the Truth; 

: C2 nor 
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nor will Popery, or Enthuſiaſm gain Admi 
ſion into an Underſtanding, which ſeriouſly 
candidly, and diligently fearcheth the Reye 
lations of God. The Fear of his Majeſty wil 
aboliſh 'Profaneneſs, extirpate Perjury, an 


fill the Temples with Crowds of fervent an 


upright Worſhippers: An honeſt good Ma 


will not dare to offer a Bribe, nor an honef 


ood Man dare to receive one. Virtue vil 
introduce Induſtry, Frugality, 'Temperance 
and Sobriety; and thereby deliver us fro 
the Miſchiefs which have grown out of th 
oppofite Vices. It will reſtrain the Love 


Pleaſure within the Bounds of 'Reaſon an 
Diſcretion: It will keep all our Paſſions 1 


ſuch Order, as neither to be offenſive to God 


nor prejudicial to ourfelves, nor imjurioust 
Society. Solid Virtue will extinguiſh Em 


and Ambition, and therewith the Diſcord an 
Contention which Envy and Ambition gene 
rate; and, therewith, the public Calamitic 
which ſpring from Diſcord and Contentio 
In ſhort, true Religion and Virtue will mak 


every Man ſollicitous and active in his Sta 


tion; and, according to his Abilities, to he 
nour God, to do good to others, and to ſer 


his Prince and Country. Such a Change in u 


will not fail to conciliate the Favour of God 
For ſuch are his tender Mercies and Good 
neſs, that he ever loveth; ever ſeeketh ti 
Happineſs of his Creatures. He, therefore 
cyer loveth, ever ſeeketh to reclaim them 0 a 
| eee el 
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their Sins, and to make them Righteous; for 
he knoweth, that neither ſingle Men nor en- 
ire Nations can be otherwiſe happy: This is 
me Deſign of his Chaſtiſements as well as of 
his Laws. When, therefore, his Corrections 
have: obtained this End, they have obtained 
the End which he propoſed: The Cauſe of 
hs Diſpleaſure is removed, and the Removal 
of his Diſpleaſure is ſuceeeded by his Appro- 
dation and Favour. As he never rejected a 
penitent Man, ſo he never caſteth off a re- 
penting People: An Alteration for the better 
in us, produceth an Alteration for the better 
in his Meaſures with us; and as Adverſity is 
the Fruit ef Evil doing, Proſperity is conſtantly 
the Effect of returning to do well: For though 
our Amendment layeth him under no Obliga- 
tion to remit our paſt Offences, yet his gra- 
cious Nature diſpoſeth him to do ſo, and his 
promiſe aſſureth us that he will. He no ſooner 
beheld: the Contrition of the King of Nineveh 
and his Subjects, but he forthwith revoked 
the Sentence of Deſtruction which he had 
paſſed on them by his Prophet. He hath 
clearly informed us, that whenever he de- 
nounceth ruinating Judgments againſt a Peo- 
ple, his Threatening is conditional; it ſhall 
take Place if they do not put away their 
Wiekedneſs, it ſhall be cancelled if they do. 
At what. Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Na- 
tian and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and 
to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that Nation 
againſt 
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God in Public, in our Families, and in our 
Cloſets; when we are heartily bent on g0- 
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ainſt. whom I ow proniounced turn from the; 
atk: I will. rep. nt of the Evil that” I thought b 
to da unte tem: N XVIII. 7 8. Here 5 i 
fall Warrant for our Hope of Acceptance, if 
we indeed return to the Lord our God: Bu 
how ſhalt this Reformation be brought ts 
paſs? Who is to begin it? It will be brought 
to paſs by every one putting away his own 
Sins, and commencing a truly righteous an 
good Man. Inſtead of aſfting, who ſhall be: 
gin? It is our Duty and mere to enter upon 
the Work without Delay; every Perſon for 
himſelf and for his Houcheld My proper 
and immediate Buſieſs, is to confider what 
needeth Amendment in me and in my Fami) 
and to ſet about it directly, and to go throngtf 
with it witk- all Poffible Reſslution and Di 
patch: We ſhould be emulous to give the 
glorious Example. Let me therefore put aaf 
Iniquity from my Boſom, and from my Ta- 
bernacle; and golern my Life and my Family, 
for the future, by the Principles and Rules of 
Religion. If every one would thus reaſon, 
thus apply, and thus do, a general Reforma- 
tion would quickly; and without Difficulty, be 
effected. When, by theſe Methods, our Pro- 
feſſion of Religion is animated by its Power; 
when we are become ſincere Worthippers af 


verning our Paſſions and our Bodies, accord- 


ing to the Will. of God; and on n 
the 


| a+ 3 
the Duties of our Station, and of every Con- 
aexion which we have with others; we ſhall 
become faithful Subjects of God, better Sub- 
pets of our Prince, better Members of our 
Nation, and better Inhabitants of the Place 
wherein we live. Then, the Intereſts of Re- 
gion, and the Welfare of our Country, will 
have Poſſeſſion of our Hearts: We ſhall be 
nehtly, diſpoſed and properly qualified to in- 
tercede with God for our Land, and for our 
great Men and Rulers, that their Hearts alſo 
may be turned to the Lord their God; and 
that the divine Benediction may deſcend and 
dwell upon our moſt gracious Sovereign, upon 
his Counſels, and upon his Arms: That Bene- 
üction will remedy all our Calamities, will 
extricate us out of all our Difficulties, and will 
put a glorious Period to the War, in which 
we are embarked : For if God be for us, it 
matters not how many and how mighty they 
be who are againſt us. Tis an eaſy thin 
with him to confound the Wiſdom of the 
moſt Wiſe, and to overthrow the Power of 
the moſt powerful: Navies and Armies will 
ight in vain againſt him. If he is determined 
to bleſs a Man or a Nation, who can alter his 
Purpoſe, or defeat it? | N 
Let theſe Things lay hold on your Hearts: 
Let every one of us be ſtirred up to Reforma- 
tion, by the moſt intereſting Conſideration of 
the Danger which threateneth our Properties, 
our Liberties, our Country, and our Souls. 


Let 
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Let the juſt Apprehenſion of Danger ſo ex 
tenſive, rouſe us to exert our utmoſt Effort 
to ward off the impending Ruin by our time 
and thorough Repentante, by our Tears, and 
by our Supplications. To which let us ad 
a firm inflexible Reſolution, to be aſſiſting t 
the common Safety and Welfare in every Wa 
which we, in our Rank, and with our Talents 
are capable of. Let us remain unſhaken i 
our Loyalty to our moſt gracious and right 
ful Sovereign King GEORGE, and in ou 
Affection to his illuſtrious Houſe : Let u 
pay due Obedience to all in Authority ove 
us: Let us not be forward to complain, no 
prone to find Fault; and let us chearfully pq 
our Proportion of the Taxes, which our 60 
vernors ſhall judge needful for our Preſerva 
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>” IN of the World, hof anal Will 
x Riſing-and ruin d States * 

Hear, hear ig penitential e 
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Fre om Thee its Birth our N ation 1 
And, proſp'ring, to a Kingdom grew, 
With Majeſty and Glory crown'd, 

Prais'd, dreadad by the N ations round. 


Now, foul Defeat proclaims our Shame, 
And Bulwarks loſt reproach our Name : 
Our Foes are ſtrong, gur Foes prevail; 

Our Friends, like: faithleſs Waters, fail. 


The Stripes of thy chaſtiſing Rod 
Reveal the Anger of our God: 
Sad Omens in our State appear, 


Which fill our troubled Hearts with Fear. 


W Our 
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Our Crimes, our Crimes, the Cauſe of all, 
Merit, demand, portend our Fall: 
But, O! let Mercy ſpeak the Word, 
And Juſtice ſheathe her flaming Sword, 


Let thy own Honour rouſe thy Zeal, 
Thy People's Maladies to heal: 
Allow not Antichriſt to rear 

His Tyranny and Idols here. 


Shine on our gracious Prince, convey 
His Navies o'er the wat'ry Way 
Victorious, and with matchleſs Might 
Lead forth his Armies to the Fight, 


